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ACTS 24. 14. 

Bus the I confeſſe unto thee, that after the way ( which 
they call Hereſic ) ſo worſhip I the God of my F athers, 
beleeving alithings which are written inthe Law and 
the Prophets. 


Agr Ss: 23.235; 
But we will heare of thee what thou thinkeſt : for as cone 
cerning thu Seft, we know that every where it s ſpo- 


ken az ainſt, 
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AT cannot be unknowne unto them 
SAP that know any thing , that thoſe 
BS Ciſtians in this Realme which 


7othe Rings Majeſtie and the State , to main- 
taine many abſurd,erroniout, Schiſmatica1, and 
Heretical opinions » concerning Religion, 
( hurch-government,an4the Civill Magiſtra- 
ce. Which hath moved me to colleft ( as neare 
as F could,ythe chiefeſt of them, and toſend them 
naked to the view of all menxthat they may ſee 
what 1 the worſt that the worſt of them hold. It 
# not my-part to prove and juftifie them, Thoſe 
that accuſe and condemne them , muſt in all 
reaſon and equity prove their accuſation, or 
elſe bearethe name of unchriſtian ſlangerers. 


AY I 


| 


To the indifferent Reader. 


I am not ignorant that they lay other optntons 
(yea, ſome cleane contradiftory to theſe) to 
the charge of th:ſe men, the falſhood whereof we 
ſhalltit u to be doubted have more and more 0c- 
cakon to detefF. Jn the meane time all Ene- 
mtes of Divine Truth ſhall finde , That to 0b- 
feure the ſame with Calumniation and un- 
truthes,u but to hide a Fire with dry Straw or 
Towe uponit. But thou mayeſt herein obſerve, 
What aterrible Popedome and Primacy tbeſe 
riged Presbyterians defire. And with What 
painted Bug-beares and Scar-Crowes the Pre- 
lates goe about to fright the States of the King- 
dome With all. Who will no dowbt one day ſes 
how their wiſedomes are abuſed. 


Farewell. 
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ZAP. £ 
Concerning Religion,or the worſhip of God is 
generall. 


DMPRIMIS, They. hold and 
=W> Sy maintaine , that the Word of 
ov. & God contained in the writings 
[477 of the Prophets and Apoſtles, 
—* = 15 Of abſolute perfetion, given 
SY byCHRIST the headof the 
*a B Church,to be untothe ſame;the 
ſole Canon and rule of all mat- 
ters of Religion and the worſhip and ſerviceof God 
whartſoever.. And that whatſoever done in the ſame 
ſervice and worſhip,cannot be juſtified. by the ſaid 
Word,ts unlawfull. And therefore that it is a fin; 
to force any Chriſtian to doe any act of Religion, 
or Dwine Service,that cannot evidently be warran- 
| ted by the fame. 
2 They bold, that all Ecclefiaſticall aRions in: 
vented and deviſed by man, are utterly to be ex<Ju- 


Aud ccd. 


—: 


nd_— 
— 


(2) 
ded out of the excrceifes of Religion > E (pecially 
ſuch aCtions as are famous and rotorious Mytte- 
ries of an Idolatrous Relizion , aritmaoing WIICIC- 
ofthe truc Rel1gon is contormed (whether in whole 
OT in part ) to Idolatry and Supcrttition, 

3 They hold, that all outward meancs inſtituted 
and fer apart to exprefle and fot forth the inward 
worſhip of God, are parts of Divine worthipand 
that not oncly all moral! a&twns, bur all rypicall 
Rites and Figures, ordained ro ſhalo torth im the 
ſolemne worthipand fcrvice of Gol,any Spirituall 
or religious Act or habit inthe minde of man, are 
ſpecrall parts of the ſame , and theretore that cvery 
ſuch Atought evidently to be preicribed by the 
Weordof God,or clic ought not to be done ? It bc- 
ing a {inneto perftorme any other worſhip to GoJ, 
whether Externall or Internall,Morall or Ceremo- 
niall,in whole or in part, then that which God him- 

| {eltc requires in bis Vord. 
4 Theyboldit tobegroſle Superſtition for any 
morrall man to inſtitute and ordaine as parts of 
Divine worſhip,any mylſticall Rite and Ceremony 
of Religion whatſoever, and to mingle the ſame 
with the Divine Rites and Myſteries of Gods Ordi- 
nance. But they hold it tobe high preſumption ro 
inſtitute and bring into Divine worſhip ſuch Rites 
and Ceremonies of Religion, as are acknowledged 
tobe no part of Divine worthipar all, but onely of 
eivill worſhip and honour : For they that ſhall re- 
qQuirc to have priormed gnto themſelves a ccremo- 
niallobedience, ſervice and worſhip, conſiſting in 
Rites of Religion to be done at that very inſtant thar 
Gol is Hlemrely ſerved and worſhipped ? and even 
| In 


(3) 


in the ſame worſhip make both themſelves and 
God ſan Idoll. So that they judge it a farre more 
tearefull finneto adde unto, and to uſe in the wor- 
thip and ſerviceof God, or any part thereof, ſuch 
myſticall Rites and Ceremonies as they clteeme ta 
be no parts or parcels of Gods worſhipat all : then 
ſuch as in a vaineand ignorant Superſtition, they 
imagine and conceiveto be parts thercof. 

They hold that every At or aftion apptopri- 
ated and ſet apart to Divine Service and Worthip, 
whether Moral! or Ceremonial, reallor typicall ? 
ought to bring ſpeciall honout unto God,and ther- 
fore that every ſuch- A& ought to be apparently 
commanded in the Word of God, either expreſly, 
ot by neceſſary conſepuent. 

6 They hold, that all ations whether Morallot 
Ceremoniall appropriated to Religious or Spiri- 
tuall perſons, Functions,or Actions, either are or 
ought to be Religious and Spirituall. And there- 
fore cither are orought to be inſtituted immediate-' 
ly by God, who alone 1s the Author and Inſtitutor 
of all Religious and Spirituall actions , and things : 
whether Internall or Extcrnall , Morall or Cere- 
monaall, 


Cnr FE 


Concerning the Church, 


r Hey hold and maintaine, thatevery Compa- 
ny, Congregation, or Aſſembly of triic 
belcevers 


(4) 


belecvers , joyning together according ro the or 
acr of the Golpell, in the true V\ orihip of God, 
is a true viſible Church of Chriſt ; andthat the ſame 
Title 1s improperly attributed to any other Con- 
gregations, Synods, So: ictics, Combinations, or 
Aſſemblies whattoever. 

2 Theyhold, that all ſuch Churches or Con- 
gregat i0NS,COMMUNICAring atter that manner toge- 
ther in Divine worſhip, are in all Eccleſtaſticall 
matters equall, and of the fame power and authori- 
ty,and that by the Word and, Will of God they 

 Qug#htto have the ſame Spirituall Priviledges, Pre- 
rogatives, Officers, Adminiſtrations, Orders, and 
Formes of Divine worſhip. 

3 They hold, that Chriſt Jeſus hath not obje&- 
ed any Church or Congregation of his, to any 
[ther Superiour Eccleſiaſticall Jurisdiction, then 
urto that which is within 1t felfe. So that if a 
whole Charch or Congregation thall erre, in any 

matter of Faith orReligion, no other Churches 01 
Spiricuall Church-Officers have (by any warrant 
from the Word of God )-power to cenſ{urc,puniſh, 
or controule the ſame : but areonely to counſel or 
adviſe the ſame, and foto leavetheir Soules to the 
immediate judgement of Chriſt , and their bodies 
to the frrerd and power of the Civill Magiſtrate, 
who alone upon earth hath power to puniſh a whole 
Church or Congregation. 

4 They hold that every eſt blithed Church or 
Congregation ought to have her owne Spirituall 
Officers and M iniſters,re{ident wirh her and theſe 
ſuch as are, joyned by Chriſt im the neiv Teſtament, 

and no other, | 
F 6. Ts 


: 03} 

E They hold, that cvery eſtabliſhed Church 
ought ( as a fpeciall prerogative wherewith ſhce 15 
endowed by Chriſt ) to have power aud liberty to 
ele& and chulſc their owne Spirituall and Ecclefi- 
aſticall Officers,and that is a greater wrong to have 
any ſuch forced upon them againſt their wils, then 
if they ſhould torce upon men wives, or upon wo- 
mens husbands,againit their will and liking. 

6 They holathat the Eccleſtaſticall Officers and 
Miniſters of one Chutch, ought not to bearcany 
Ecclefialticall Office in another, neither as they are 
Officers inone Congregation , canthey officially 
adminiſter in another , but ought to be tyed unto 
thar Congregation of which they are members, and 
by which they are elected into Office. 

And they are not (without juſt cauſe,and ſuch as 
may be approved by the Congtegation , to forſake 
their Callings, wherein if the Congregation ſhall 
be perverſe, and will not hearken to reaſon, They 
arethen tocrave the aſſiſtance and helpe of the Ci- 
vill Magiſtrate, who alone hath power, and who 
ought by his civill ſword and authority , procure to 
all members of the Church , whether Governours 
or @thers, freedome from all manifeſt injuries and 
WIONgs. 

7 They hold, that the Congregation having 
once made cheyle of their Spirituall Officers, unto 
whom they commit the Regiment ot their ſoules, 
rhey ought not (without juſt cauſe, and that which 
1s apparantly warrantable by the Word of God ) 
to dricharge, deprive, or depoſe them. But ought 
to live in all Canonicall obedience and ſubje&ion 
1:torhem agreeable to the Word of God. 
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8 They hold that the Lavcs,Orders,and Eccle- 
fſicall JurifdiAtion of the vitible Churches of 
Chriſt, iſthey be lawtull ana warrantable by the 
Word of GoJ,arc no wyaes repugnant to any civill 
State whatſoever, whether Monarchicall, Ariſtocra- 
ticall,or Democraticall, but totend to the further 
eſtabliſhing and advancing of the right and prero- 
gatives Of all and every of them.And they renounce 
and abborre from their ſoules all ſuch Eccleſiaſti- 
call Juriſdiction or Policy,that 15 any wayes repug- 
nant to any civill State whatſoever,whether Monar- 
chicall, Ariſtocraticall,or Democraticall, but doe 
tend to the further eſtabliſhing and advancing of 
the right and prerogatives ofall and every of them. 
And they renounce and abhorre from their ſoules 
all ſuch Eccleſiaſtical! Juriſdiction and Policy,that 
is any way repugnant and derogatory to any of them 
ſpecially tothe Monarchicall State , which they ac- 
knowledgetobe the beſt kinde of Civill Govern- 
ment for this Kingdome. 

9 They hold and belecvc, that the equality in 
Eccleſtafticall Juriſdiction and Authority, of 
Churches and Church-M iniſters, 1s no more dero- 
gatory, and repugnant tothe State and glory of a 
Monarch,then tbe parity of equality , of Schoole- 
maſters.of ſeverall Schootes, Cz = of ſeverall 
Campes,Shephcards of feverall tlockes of ſheep,or 
Maſters of ſeverall Families. 

Yea,they hold the cleane contrary, that inequali- 
ry, of Churches and Church-Officers in Eccle(i- 
aſticall Juriſdi&tion and Authority, was that prin- 
cipally that advanced Antichriſt unto his throne, 
and brovght the Kings ard Princcs of theearth ,un- 

TO 
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to ſuch vaſſalage under him,and that the Civill Au- 
thority andglory of Secular Princes and States hatlz 
ever decayed,and withered,thc more that the Eccle- 
fiaſticall Officers of the Church have bin advanced 
and lifted up in Authority, beyond the limites and 
confines that Chriſt in his Word hath preſcribed 
unto them, 


YO en On | 


CHar.TlLIII. ow 
Concerning the Miniſters of the Charch, 


I FT Hey hold,that the Paſtors, Teachers, and ru- 
kT ling Elders of particular Congregations, 
are,or ought tobe higheſt Spirituall Officers in the 
Church, over whom ( by any Divine Ordinance ) 
there is no Superiour Paſtor, but onely Jeſus * 
Chriſt ; And that they are led by the Spirit of An- 
tichriſt,that arrogate,or take uponthemlſelves to be 
Paſtors of Paſtors. 

2 They hold that there are not by Divine Inſti- 
tution in the Word,any ordinary Nationall, Pro- 
vincill, or Dioceſan, Paſtors or Miniiters under 
which the Paſtors of particular Congregations are 
to be ſubject,as infcriour Officers. And that it there 
were any ſuch, that then the Word of God would 
have {:tthem dowrediſtin&ly, and more preciſely 
then any of the reſt : For the higher place that ore 
occupieth inthe Church, of the more neccſhity Þe 
is unto the Church: the more carcfully would 

B 2 Chrif 


(Sd) 
Chriſt ( the Head of the Church ) have beene in 
== him out, and diſtinguiſhing lim from 
OLnNcr. 

Hence,in the Old Teſtament,the high Prieft, his 
Title,Office, Fun{tion,and ſpeciall Adminiſtration 
and Juriſdiction 15 more particularly and preciſely 
* ſet downe then the Office of any of the uteriour 
Pricſts and Levites. - 

Alfo in the New Teſtament, the Office of a Pa- 
ſtor is more diſtin&ly,and more preciſely ſet down, 
thenofa DoRor,or any other EriarCharch-O fo 
f.er 3 So that aman may as well call into queſtion 
thewhole Now Teſtawent , as doubt whether there 
ought to be a Paſtor in every C ongreatton,or doubr 
of his proper O:hce and Function. and it by Gods 
Ordinance there ſhould be an Ordinary Eccleſia- 
ſticall Officer abore the Paſtors of particular Con- 
gregations , then Chriſt our of all queſtion would 
with that ſpeciall care and coſt hath ſct it forth : by 
Titles, Prerogatives, peculiar Offices, Functions 
and Gifts. That the Churches and peopleot God, 
ſhould have reaſon rather to doubt of any Office or 
Juriſdi&ion,then of the peculiar Othceor Juriſdi- 
&1on of thePrimates, Metrapolitanes, Archbiſhops 
and Prelates of the world.: 

T hey hold,that ifthere were a Supreame Na- 
tionall Eccleftaſticall Miniſter or Paſtor, thar 
ſhould be the Prince of many thouſand Paſtors : 
that then alſo Chriſt ( as he did in the Jewiſh 
Clurch ) wou'd have appoirted a ſo'emne Natio- 
nall or Provirciall Leiturgie or worſhip, unto 
which at ſome r1mes of the yeare, the who'c body of 
the People ſhould aſcend,and that urto rhe Merro- 
POLRYL 
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politan Ciry asunto a Jeruſalem, andrhat he woul4 
(1s hedid in the Jewiſh Chufch) more precilly and 
particularly have ſet downethe manner of ſolemni- 
zation thercof, then of his Prochical worſhip. For 
as much therefore as they cannot read in the New 
Teſtament of any higher or more {ylemne worſhip, 
then of that which is to be performed in a particu- 
lar Congregazion they cannot be perſwaded that 
God hath appointed any higher Miniſters of his ſer- 
vice and worſhip under the New Teſtament , then 
the ele Miniſters of particular Congregations. 

4 They hold, that the High Prieſt of ——_ 
was typicall and ina figure the ſupreame head of the 
whole Catholick Church, which though it were vi- 
ſible only in the Province and Nation of Jury, Yet 
choſe of other Nations and Countries ( as appcare, 
by the Hiſtory of Acts, Even though they were E- 
thiopians)were under this high Prieſt. And acknow- 
ledged homageunto him. Sothat he was not a Pro- 
vinciall Metropolitane, but in very deed, an Occu- 
menicall and univerſall Biſhop of the whole world. 
And therefore they hold,(this being the beſt ground 
in the word, for Mectropolitane and Provinciall Pa- 
ſtors or Biſhops, ) that the Pope of Rome , who a- 
fone maketh claime unto, and 1s in poſſeſſion of the 
tike univerſall Supremocy : hath more warrant in 
the word of God, to the fame, then any Metropoli- 
rane, or Dioceſan (not dependant ufon kim) hath 
or can have. So that they ho'd, that by the word of 
God, eiticr there muſt be no Metropolians and 
Diocetans, or e ſc there muſt be a Pope. 

5. They ho/4, that ro Ecclefisſticall Miniſter 
ought 10 exerci'e or acceft of any Civill publique 

B. > jurifdie 
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juriſditionand authority , but ought to be wholly 
imploycd in ſpirituall Offices and dueties to that 
Congregation over which he is ſet. Andthatthoſe 
Civill Magiſtrats weaken their owne Supremacy 
that ſhall tuffer any Ecclefiaſticall Paſtor to exer- 
ciſc any civill juriſdiction within their Realmes, 
Dominions,or Scignortes. 

6 They hold, that the higheſt and Supreame office 
and authority of the Paſtor, is to preachthe Goſpel 
folemnely and publickly tothe Congregation , by 
Mterpreting the written word of God, and apply- 
ing the ſame by exhortation and reproot unto them, 

They hold that this was the greateſt worke that 
Chriſt and his Apoſtles did, and that whoſoever is 
thought worthy and fit to exerciſe this authority, 
cannot be thought unfit and unworthy to exerciſe 
any other Spirituall or | Eccleftaſticall authority 
whatſocver. 

7. They hold, that the Paſtor or Miniſter of the 
word,is not to teachany DoArine asto the Church, 
2rounded upon his owne Judgement, or Opinion, 
orupon the judgement or opinion of any or all the 
men in the world.But only that truth,that he 1s able 
rodemonſtrate and proveevidently, and apparently, 
by the word of God ſoundly interpreted,andthat the 
pcople are not bound tobeleeve any Doctrine of Re- 
gion or Divinity whatſoever, upon any ground 
whatſoever, except it be apparently juſtified by the 
word, or by neceſſary conſequent deducel from the 
ſame. 

8. They he'd that in interpreting the Scriptures, 
and opening the ſenſc of them , heought to follow 
roſe rules onely that are followed in finding out the 

MCaning 


(11) 
meaning of other writiug,to wit,by waying the pro- 
priety of the tongue wherein they are written , by 
waying the Circumſtance of the place , by compa- 
ring one place with another , and by conlidering 
what is properly ſpoken, and what tropicaliy or h- 
euratively. 

And they hold it unlawfu'l for the Paſtor to ob- 
trude upon his people a ſence of any part ofthe dt- 
vine word , for which he hath no other ground but 
the bare teſtimonies of men;and thar it 15 better tor 
the people tobe content to be ignorant of the mean- 
ing of ſuch difficult places, then to hang their Faith 
in any matter in this caſe upon the bare Teftimony 
of man. 

9. They hold, that the people of God ought not 
to acknowledge any ſuch tor their Paſtors as are not 
able by preaching, to interpret and apply the word 
of God unto them in manner and forme aforcſaid. 
And therefore that no ignorant and ſole reading: 
\Pricſts are to be reputed the miniſters of Jeſus 
Chriſt,who ſendeth none into his miniſtery and ſer- 
vice, but ſuch as he adorneth in ſome meaſurewith 
Spirituall gifts. And they cannot be perſwadcd that 
the faculty of reading in ones mother tongue the 
Scriptures, &c. which any ordinary Turke or Infi- 
dell hath , can be called in any congruity of Speech 
a miniſteriall guift of Chriſt, 

10, They hold that inthe aſſembly of the Church, 
the Paſtor only 1s tobe the mouth of the congrega- 
tion to God in prayer, and that the people are onely 
to teſttfhe their afſent by the word Amen. And that 
It 15 a B:biionian contuſton, for the Paſtor to ſay one 
peece of a prayer, and the people with mingled 

VaICeS 


(72) 
voices to ſay another except in ſinging,which by the 
very ordinance and inſti:ct Of nature , 1s more de- 
lightfull, andeffeatv3ll, r..c more voices there are 
joyned and mingled tovether 1 harmolly and con- 


ſent. 
11. They held, that ti;c Chuccl: hath oo authori- 


ty to impoſe uponther Palto:s, or any other of her 
Others , any other miniſteriall dueties, Ofhices, 
Functions, Actions, or Ceremonies , either in D1- 
vine worſhip or outof the ſame then what Chriſt 
himſelf inthe Scriptures hath impoſed upon them, 
or what they might lawfully impoſe upon Chriſt 
himfelfe, if he were in perſon upon the Earth, and 
didexcreiſea miniſteriall office in ſome Church. 

12, Theyhold that it is as great an injury to force 
2 congregation or Church to maintaine as their Pa- 
ſtor, withtithes and ſuch like donations , that per- 
ſon that either 1s not able to inſtruct them, or thar 
rcfuſcth in his owne perſon ordinarily to doe it , as 
to force a man to maintaine one for his wite, that e1- 
ther is not a women, or that refuſeth in her owne 
perſon to doe the dueties of a wife unto him ? 

I3. They hold, that by Gods Ordinance there 
ſhould be alſo in everyChurcha DoGer,whoſe ſpe- 
call office ſhould be to inſtruct by opening the ſenſe 
of the Scripture to the Congregation _ that par- 
ticularly) inthe maine grounds and principles of 
Religion. 


CHAL, 
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Cur, FEE 
Concerning the Elders, 


x Fe Or as muchas through the malice of Sathan,there 
- areandwill be in the beſt Churches many difar- 
ders and Scandals coramitted , that redound to the re- 
proch of the Goſpel & are a ſtumbling block romany, 
beth without and within the Church,and fiththey judg 
it repugnant to the word of God, that any Miniſter 
ſhou Ikea Sole Ruler , and as it were a "__ ſo much 
25 in one Pariſh, ( much more that he ſhould be ane 0- 
ver a whole Diocefle, Province or _— they hold 
thatbyGods Ordinancethe Congregation fhould make 
choiſe of other officers , as Aﬀiltants unto the Mini- 
ſters 1m the ſpirituall regiment of the congregation, 
who areby office jointly with the miniſters ofthe word 
to be as Monitors and Overſeers of the manners and con- 
verſation of all the Congregation, and one of another ; 
that fa every ane may be more weary of their wayes, 
and that the Paſtors and Doors may Hetter attend to 
worny and Doctrine, and by their means may be made 
ctter acqainted with the eſtatc of the people, when o- 
fora eyes beſides their owne ſhall wake and watch over 
em. | 

2 They hold, thar faxch onely: are to be. chofen ro 
this Office,as are the graveſt,honeſteſt;diſcreereſt, beſt 
grounded'in Religion, and the Ancienteſt Profeſſors 
thereof in the Congregation, ſuch as the whole Con- 
proguien doe approve of & reſpe,for theirwiſdome, 
olineſſe,and honefty,and ſuch alfo (if it be poſſible ) 
asaroe of civill noteand reſpect in the world, and able 
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ſelves,cither by their lands, or any other honeſt civill 
erade of Hhfe, neithet doc they thinks it fo muth*"diff; 
grace to the policy of rhe Church, that tradeſmen and 
artificers, (indowed with fuch qualitics as are above 
{pecified) ſhould be admittcd to. bee, Overſcers of the 
Church,as it is that perfons both ignorant of Religi- 
on and all good letters, and inall reſpeC&ts for. perſon, 
quality,and ſtarc,as baſe and vile, as the baleſt. in-the 
Congregation: ſhould he admitted tobe Paſtors and 
Teachers of aCongregation And if it be gpParent that 
' God (who alwayes bleſſed his oune Ordinances) doth 
often even um the eyes of Kings and Nables, make ho- 
nqurable the Miniſters and Paſtors; of his, Churches 
upon.which, he hath beſtowed S Piritualt gifts and gra- 
ces though for hirth,cducation,preſence,outward, ſtate 
and maintenance,they be moſt baſe and contemprible, 
ſo he will as well in the eyes of holy men,make this Ot- 
fice,which is many degrees inferiourto theother, pre- 
cious and honourablc,cven for the Divine calling and 
Ordinance ſake. 
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Cnazp. V. 
Concerning the cenſures of the Charch. 


1 FT Hey hold that the ſpirituall keies of the Church 

are by Chriſt,committed tothe aforeſaid ſpi- 
ritnall Ofhicers and Governours,and unto none other : 
which keyes they hold that they are not to be put to 
this uſe,to locke up the crownes,fiwotds,. or ſcepters of 
Princes and civill States,or the civillrights, preroga- 
tives,and immunities of civill ſubjects in the things of 
this life,ortoule them as picklocks to open withall, 
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mens treafarjes & coffers,or as keys of priſons,to ſhut 
up the bodiesof men 3 for they thinke that ſuch a/pow- 
erand authority Eccleſiaſticall is fit onely for the An- 
techriſt of Rome, and the conſecrated governonrs of 
his Synagogues,who having no Vord of God which 1s 
the Gn of the Spirit, to defend his and their uſur- 
ped juriſdiction over the Chriſtian world,doth unJaw- 
tally uſurpe the lawfull civill ſword and. power of tae 
Monarches and Princes of the earth , thereby forcing 
men-to0 ſubje&t themſelves to.his ſpirituall vaſlaladge 
and ſervice,and abuſing thereby the ſpiritull keyes and 
juriſdi&ion of the Church. 


£ 


2 They hdldihat by vertue of theſe keyes , they are 
nor.to make Any:;curiQus. Inquijitions into.the ſecret or 
hidden vices orcrimes gf men, extqrfing from them a 


/ nn of thoſe faults that are concealed from them- - 


elves and others ; or to ptocecd tomoleſt any man up- 

on ſecret ſuggeſtions, private ſuſpition,;or uncertaine 
Eencor for roo arc in:queſtion whether they 
be crimesor no 3 But they are to proceed, .onely againſt 
evident andapparent crimes, ſuch as are either granted 
to be ſuch of all civill honeſt men : or of all rrue Chri- 
ſians, orat leaſt ſuch, as they .are able,by evidence of 
the word of God.to convince to be finnes,tothe conſci- 
ence ofthe offender 3 As alſo ſuch as have becneeithe 

publickly commured,or having been committed in ſe- 
cret,are by ſome good means brought to light, & which 
rhedelinquent denying,they are able by honeſt and ſuf- 

ficient feltimonyto prove againſt him. 

3 They bold, that when he that hath commited a 


ſcandalous crime commeth before them;and is convin+ 
ced of the ſame,they ought not (after the mannerofour 
Ecclefraſticall Courts ) fcorne, deride,-and'tennt,and 
revile him,with odious ama.contumelious ſpeeches,cye 


him 
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him with big and ſterne lookes , procure Procors to 
to make perionall inveRtives againſt him , make him 
dance attendance from Court day to Court day , and 
from terme toterme,frowning at him-in preſence, and 
laughting at him behind his back : but they are(though 
he be never ſo obſtinate and perverſe ) touſe him bro- 
therly,not giving the leaſt perſonall reproaches, or 
threats) but laying open unto him the nature of his 
lanne by the light of Gods Word,are onely by denoun- 
cing the judgements of God againſt him, to terrific 
him,and { to move him ro repentance. 
They hold,that ifthe party offending be their ci- 
vill faperiowr,that then they are touſe ever throughut 
the whole carriage oftheir cenſure, all civill comple- 
ments,offices and,revercncedue unto him;that they are 
not toprefinne to convent him beforethe,but arethem- 
ſelves to goe inall civill and humble manner unto him, 
to ſtand bare before kim, to bowe unto him,to give him 
all civill titles belonging unto him ; And if hee' bee a 
King and ſupreame ruler,they ate to kneele downe be- 
fore him, and in the humbleſt manner to cenſure his 
fanlts;fo that he may ſee ap ly that they are not 
carried with the leaft ſpice of malice againft his Per+ 
ſon,but onely with zeale of the health and ſalvation of 

5 They held, that the Ecclefiafticall Officers lay+ 
mg tothe charpe of 2ny man,any errour,hereſie,or falſe 
opinion whatfoever do ftandbound themſelves, firſt ro 
prove that he holdeth fach ancrrour or herehie 3 and (e- 
condly to prove direQly noto him that is an exrour 
by rods "4 God,andrhat = __ ſuch 2 crnſure 
before para io him. 

s They held, that ar of che Chanch 
evghtwith all paticace andaquicrnefſc, heare what rve- 

Ty 
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ry offender Can poſſibly ſay for himſelf, either for qua” 
liGcaion,deſence,apology,or juſtification of any ſup” 
poſed crime orerrour whatſocver 3 and they ought not 
to proceed to cenſure the grolleſt offencerhar is, untill 
the offender have ſaid as much for himfelfe in his de- 


fence as he poſlible is ab'e. And they bod i an evident 
CharaQer of a corrupt eccleſiafticall government,where 
the parties convented may not have ful liberty to ſpeak 


for themſelves , conſidering that the more liberty ts 
granted to ſpeak ina bad cauſe, (eſpecially before thoſe 
That are in authority and of judgement ) the more the 
quity of it will appeare, andthe more the Juſtice of 
their ſentence will ſhine. ee ood 
7 They bold, thattheoarh ex Officio, whereby Po- 
 piſhand Engliſh Eccleſiaſticall Governours, either 
upon ſome ſecret informations, or ſuggeſtions , or pri- 
vate fupitions -Yoeabout to binde mens conſciengs, to 
aecule themſelves and their friends, of ſuch crinies or 
imputations as cannot by any dire ecomfe-of Law bee 
proved againſtthem,and wherby they aredrawne to bee 
inſtruments of manyheavy cro themfelves and 
_ their friends, andrhae offen forthoſe ations that they 
are perſwaded in their conſCiences are pood and holy. 
I ſfay;that they hold, that ſuch an Oath { on the urgers 
part)is moſt damnable and Tyrannous,apamnt the very 
law of apron} Antichriſt, through the in- 
ſpiration of the Devill 3 That by meanes thereoſthe 
 Profeflors and Praftifers of the true Religion , mighr 
cither in their weakneffe by perjury damne theirewne 
ſoules , or bee drawne to reveale to the enemies 
of Chriſtianity , thoſe ſecret Religious Aﬀts and 
Deeds;that being in the perſiwafion of their conſcien- 
ces) for the advancement of the Goſpell, will be a 
meanes of heavy ſentences of condemnation 2gainſt 
i. m_ them- 
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themſelves and their deareſt friends. ; + + ©, > 
8 They hold, that Eccleſiaſticall Officers have no 
power to proceed in cenſure againſt any crime of any 
perſon, after that be ſhall freely acknowledge the ſame, 
and profeſle his bearty penitcncy for it 3 Andrhar they 
may. not, for any crime whatloever lay, any bodily or 
pecuniary mul&t upon them,or impole upon them any 
ceremoniall marke or note of ſhame, ſuclr as 15 the 
ite ſhoet,orany:1ucy like3 or take fees for any cauſe 
' whatſgever; but are to Accept of as a ſuthicient ſatisfa- 
Qtion,a private ſubmiſhon,and acknowledgement if the 
crime be private,and a publicke, 4t the crime be pub- 
ike and notorious. Con SENT 
. 9 . "They hold, that if a member pſthe Church: be 
obſtinate,and ſhew no'fignes and tokens ' of repentance * 
of that Crawe,that if they byes idence of Scripture have 
covinced it tobe acrime,that then by their Eccleſiaſtt- 
call authority,.they are to denounce him'to beas yet na 
member of the Kingdome of Heaven,nor of that Con- 
gregatIon,and ſo are'to leave himto Godandthe King. 
nd this is all the Eccleſiaſticall Authority and -juriſ- 
diction that any Spirizuall Officers'of the Church:are 
to uſe againſt any man, for greateſt criwve thar--can 

be committed. | OS, Vs Lg 
10 They held,that the Officers of the Church are not 
10 proceed untocxcommunicatiOn againſt againſt any 
man,without the conſent of the whole. Congregation 
it ſelfe,firſtcalled for in publike Aſſembly. 
11 They held ;cthat the Miniſter or any other parti- 
cular Officer offending,is as ſubject ro the cenſures, as 


- 
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any other of the Tg en Et 7 

12 They hold that 1t any member of the Congrega- 
tion having committed 2 ſrandalous finne , ſhall of 
felſe forſake the worſhip of G.o ÞD, and the 
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Spirituall Communion. with the Chutchz ' that the 
Church ſhall then ſend for the ſaid perſon, and it hee 


refuſe to come;they ſhall (\after.much ſeeking and Jong + - 


patience ) openly declare that he hath no part nor: por- 
(10N ih the holy.things of God among thenrs thatthen 
the Ecclefiafticall Officers hoveno authority or: juriſ-- 
diction over him,but onely the-C ivill Magiſtratezand 
thoſe untowhom he owerh ctvill fybjection,as Parcnts®. 
Maſters, Landlords;z&c.:': 1 bt ee Ahn Sh 
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DIFADIFACESE IDES IIISTIHIIS III ISAS 
We OY LATELY, Ko: NECES Ehoeg brunt 

*  Concernins the Civill Magiſtrate... © 
1 Faw Ott tir] Menon heisa cz 
- 2 vill Magiſtrate hdth' and! ought to have ſh- 
preame power ovet all the Churches within his domf- 
nions,inall cauſes whatſoever. Ahdyet they hold, that 
45 he is'a Chriſtian,he 4s a. member of fore'one Parti- 
cular Codgregation,' and'ought ro be 2s4ubje& to the 
ſpirituall regiment thereof preſcribed by Chrift in his 
word;as the meaneſt ſubject in the kingdowe, 'and the 
holdrhar this fubjeCtion is nd more deregaory' ro his! 
ren ca the ſubjeRion of his body T1 his body 
in ſickneſſe ro Phyſitians;canbe ſaid tobe ſaid tobe de- 
rogatory thereunto, | 
2 _ They hold, that thefe civill Magiſtrates are the 
ercateft enemiestotheir own ſuptemacy;that in whole' 
or in part, communicatethevertnte and power therof,? 
to any eccleſiaſticall officers. And that there cannot be 
imagined by the wit of man, a more. dire& meanes ts 
check-matethe ſame, then to make them Lords and 
Princes uponearth, to inviſt them with civill jurifdr= 
&ion and authority, and to conforme the State and li- 
mits of their quri{diQtion:, to the ſtate of Kings and 
bounds of Kingdomes, 3 They 
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 '3 They hol&thit thero ſhould be ne ecelefiaſticall 
officer inthe Church ſo high, bur that he ought to be 
ſubje& unto,and puniſhable by the meaneſt c1vill offi- 
cer in a kingdpme;Ciry or town,not onely for common 
erimes, but even for the -_ cl offi- 
ces,yea,they hold,that they to be More puniſha- 
ble os = other ſubje& wharſocver, if they ſhall of- 
Endagainſ either civill or Ecclefiaſticall Lawes, 
4 They hold that the Pope is that Antichriſt,and there- 
| rethar Antichriſt becauſe being bur an Eccleſiaſti- 
call officer he doth in the hight of the pride of his heart 
make claime unto, and uſurp- the Supremacy of the 
Kiygsand givill Rulers ofthe Earth. Andthey holg,thar 
alldefenders ofthe Popiſh Faith,all indeverours of re- 
concilement with that Church, all pletters tor tolexa> 
tion of the Popiſh Religiog ,, all countenancers and 
maingainers of Seminery Prieſts , and profeſſed Catho- 
licks, and alldenyers that the Pope is tat CHarichreſf, 
are ſecret cnemigs to the Kings Supremacy. 
They held;that all Arch-Biſhops, Biſhops, Daans, 
Officials c. have theis Offices ang Funchions.onely; 


by willand pleaſure ofthe kingand ctmill States of this 
Realme 5 and they, honld., that whaſeever holderh thar 
the King may not without ſin removetheſe Officers oux; 
ofthe Church, and diſpoſeof their Temporalitics and 
maintenance accogding to his owne: pleaſure, orthas 
theſe Qthices are jura drving, and m— or meerely 


jure humans : That all fuch deny-a princi 
Kings Supremacy. 

6 They hold, thataat one: of theſe opinians canbe 
provcdit@be contrary toithe word. of Gods andthat if 
they.might haveleave , that they areable toanſwerall 
that hath been weitten againſkany,oneef them. 

FINIS. 
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